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DISTRICT Vlll - GOVERNOR’S BULLETIN – EDITION  # 3




APRIL  2006

“The spring is sprung, the grass is riz

    I wonder where the flowers is….”





Anon


VISITATIONS / INSTALLATION OF CLUB OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

Since my last Bulletin two District VIII visitations and installations have taken place. That leaves ten Clubs to be visited before July.

· On January 6th Andrea and I along with District Secretary Treasurer Roger Phillips and his wife Marion journeyed to Cranbrook.
. 

The next evening we attended a meeting of the Cranbrook Gyro Club. After the usual Gyro socializing and a wonderful steak dinner, I had the honour of installing President Glen McIver and the Club’s officers, and inducting four new members.

Thank you to the Gyro Club of Cranbrook for your hospitality. You are friendly and gracious hosts.

A special thank you to Marion & Hugo Hess and Corrine & Casey Hanemayer for billeting and entertaining us. You instantly made us feel at home. This is true Gyro friendship.

· On March,  2nd Lt. Governor Vern Griswold and his wife Ethel visited the Wallace Club. Vern installed the Club’s executive and directors. Rick Shaffer was installed as President.

Vern reports that the evening was the usual fun filled event that we have come to expect from the members of the Wallace Gyro Cub.

INTERNATIONAL INTERIM CONVENTION  - SAVANNAH GA

There were178 Gyros & Gyrettes in attendance at the International Interim Convention, which was held during the last week of January in Savannah.

District VIII was well represented at this convention. Attendees from our District were:


Governor Erik and Andrea Braun


1st Lt. Governor Steve and Carole Denny


2nd Lt, Governor Vern and Ethel Griswold


Past District Governor Al and Mary Anne Clark

 
Past District Governor and 


      Past International President Ian and Joan Greig


Calgary Gyro Club Treasurer Ken and Ann Baker

The historical centre of Savannah is a mixture of, architectural achievements, twenty parks all of which have a connection with America’s past including the War of Independence and the Civil War, folklore legends, and ghosts. If you have not been there but get a chance to go; do so, you will find it to be a wonderful experience.

Highlights from the Meetings:

· The financial statements for the six month period ended November 30.2005 indicate that we are close to being on budget for that period. International is in reasonable shape but improvements can be made.
 
The small deficit of $ 7,164 should be eliminated and sometime in the near future a reasonable surplus should be achieved and maintained.

 An increase in the Gyro membership roster would improve the financial position. 
  

It would also help if Gyro store sales were increased while maintaining the same profit margins. Gyro members can increase sales by purchasing goods from the Gyro Store through the International web site at http://www.gyro.ws/
· The second annual District Officers Training seminar was held. Hopefully the officers will go back to their Districts and follow-up on what was learned.


· On Saturday morning Ken Nightingale presented a website seminar. Ken is the son of Gyro International Second Vice President Ab Nightingale. The presentation was first class all the way; well-done Ken.

The seminar was divided into two sections. The first section, which was attended by almost all of the Gyros and Gyrettes present at the convention, consisted of an introduction to the Internet and websites. The second section dealt specifically with the mechanics of setting up a website. Part two was skillfully presented so that even an amateur such as myself was able to follow it (to some degree).

 
 Past District Governor Al Clark, using the knowledge obtained at the seminar and some further consultations with Ken Nightingale, returned to Calgary and setup a web page for the Stampede City Club. Please have a look at  http://stampedecity.gyro.ws/


DISTRICT VIII INTERIM CONVENTION - FAIRMONT

This year 167 Gyros & Gyrettes attended our District Interim Convention in Fairmont. Thirteen of the fifteen Clubs in District VIII were represented. The attendees included one Gyro International Associate member and a couple from the District IV Hollyburn Club. The Hollyburn visitors were Jean and Jim Roberts. Jim is Gyro’s 2nd International Vice President and he has some roots in District VIII; he was a Charter Member of the Sherwood Park Club. 

 As usual the festivities started Friday afternoon, although quite a number of early birds arrived on Thursday, with a reception (Gyro speak for free food & drink) followed by the men’s Bull Session at which the topics of “Life Memberships” and “ Length of International Conventions” were discussed at vigorously. Your Governor promised a follow-up on the International Convention subject. Then it was back to another reception followed by a relaxing time visiting in the hot pool.

Saturday morning started at 7:30 am with the Past District Governors’ Meeting, followed with the District VIII business meeting, which started at 9:00 am. The Gyrette Ladies brunch started at 10:00am. Rikke Dootjes of the Sherwood Park Gyro Club was the guest speaker. His topic was about his work on contact lenses for traumatized eyes.

Highlights of the men’s business meeting

· The meeting started on time.


· Thanks to the Gyrettes, cookies were available with the coffee.


· We do not have a venue for the 2009 District Convention. Will a District VIII Club please volunteer?


· The financial statements for 2004-2005 were approved. Due to the fine stewardship of past District VIII executives we are in fine financial shape. The current year is close to being on budget.


· The meeting ended at 11.05 am.



Saturday afternoon the Stampeded City Club put on a reception at which they promoted the upcoming District VIII and International convention that they are hosting next July.

Saturday evening the Governor’s Ball was a social success, which included an excellent meal, awards, draws and a dance.

· Spokane won the “Man Mile Award”.


· David Burnett of the Edmonton Club won the “Early Bird Draw”.


· Dorothy Wiegele of the Coeur d’Alene Club won the complimentary night’s stay donated by the Hotel.


· Ken Ough of the Coeur d’Alene Club won the complimentary full Sunday brunch donated by the Hotel.


· Marion Phillips of the Sherwood Park Club won the raffle draw for the free registration to the 2007 Interim Convention.


And then, Derm Jackman our DJ from the Castlegar Club had the place jumping. At 11:00 o’clock a large number of Gyrettes and Gyros were still on the dance floor. Well-done Derm. 

The hot pool gatherings continued until past midnight and 1:15 am the security people politely suggested to four remaining Gyros that it was time to pack it in.

Sunday morning it was brunch and the traditional “have a safe trip and see you soon” farewells.




LENGTH OF INTERNATIONAL INTERIM & CONVENTION

At the Bull Session held at our District VIII interim I promised to look into this subject and report back to the attendees. Following is what I discovered.

(1) Extracts from the minutes of the Board of Governors Meeting held in Melbourne FL. on February 6, 2004 

“The Past District Governors report to the Board of Governors recommended that the Executive Committee and Governors meet at the same time in future meetings so as to eliminate one day of attendance.”









(The Board of Governors approved the Report)


As a result the Board of Governors then passed the following motions:

· Motion to shorten International Conventions by one day

· Motion to shorten International Interims by one day



(2) Extracts from the minutes of the Board of Governors Meeting held in Milwaukee WI on July 20, 2005.

“International President Dennis Moffatt reported that one of the criticisms he received after the successful Las Vegas Interim was that there was no time left to enjoy the location. This comment was heard often. In addition when considering convention venue planning, it becomes obvious that shortening by one day, the comped amenities from the hotel become less, and in some cases room costs are increased because of lesser room nights involved”.



“Dennis asked the Governors to consider these items and report back”.

3) Extract from the Governors meeting held in Milwaukee WI. on July 20, 2005.



The following motion was passed and reported to the Board of Governors Meeting:

“ The resolution passed two years ago reducing the International Convention and Interim by one day each be hereby rescinded.”

4) Extract from the minutes of the Board of Governors Meeting held in Milwaukee WI on July 21, 2005.



The above report from the Governors Meeting was accepted and adopted.




INTERNATIONAL AND DISTRICT VIII CONVENTION




CALGARY ALBERTA           JULY 20 – 23, 2006

If you have never attended a Gyro International Convention here is your chance to attend one. You will have the opportunity to meet and make friends with gyros from all over North America and have a great time. 

Let us show our support to the Stampede City Gyro Club who is putting together one great convention.

Register now! For details please visit the Gyro International web site at www.gyro.ws
Yours in Gyro,

Erik Braun   Governor District Vlll
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