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TIME FLIES

Three years have passed since I was installed as 2nd Lt. Governor of Gyro District VIII in Wallace. It seems like it was only a few months ago. During this time Andrea and I have visited all but two Gyro Clubs in our District. Our trip down the Gyro trail has left us with many fond memories of Gyros we have met and places we have been.

VISITATIONS / INSTALLATION OF CLUB OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

On May 4th Andrea & I loaded the car, packed the trailer and headed west to British Columbia and Washington State. The purpose of the trip was to visit the Nelson, Castlegar, Spokane and Trail Gyro Clubs.

1) NELSON

On May 6th we arrived in Nelson, a little late due to a flat trailer tire but in time to take part in the Nelson Installation evening that was held in the historic Hume Hotel.



After an excellent dinner, I had the honour of inducting two new members and installing Nelson’s new executive that included Hugh Blackstock as President and Tim Allen as Past President. The formal part of the evening was followed by a dance. The Nelson Gyros sure know how to party. 

Three couples from the Castlegar Club, Todd & Gail Verhaeghe, Derm & Lillian Jackman, and Ray & Peggy Guindon were in attendance that evening. Andrea & I spent some time, during the dance part of the evening, visiting with the Castlegar group.  

Thank you to the Nelson Club for your fine hospitality. Special thanks to Becky and Tim Allen for billeting us and arranging to have our flat tire replaced on a Sunday morning. Andrea & I really enjoyed our stay with you.

VISITATIONS / INSTALLATIONS (Cont’d)

2) CASTLEGAR


On May 8th District VIII Secretary Roger Phillips and his wife Marion, who were also pulling a trailer, joined us on the road trip.

Late afternoon, trailers and all, we arrived at the home of Gail and Past District Governor Todd Verhaeghe who immediately asked us to join them for dinner. Actually it was a family dinner celebrating their daughter’s birthday.

Instead of going to a campground Todd insisted that we set up out trailers in the Verhaeghe’s rather large yard. Thank you Gail & Todd, we really appreciated your hospitality.

3) SPOKANE

May 9th, leaving our trailers at the Verhaeghes, we traveled south to Spokane where Bobby & President Terry Lynch of the Spokane Gyro Club greeted us and put us up in their fine motel.

That evening the Spokane Club put on an authentic “Tex-Mex “ supper. The supper was excellent and the refreshments flowed. Gyro stories, lively conversation and a short speech by yours truly filled the evening, which seemed to pass quickly.

Thank you Spokane for your fine Gyro hospitality.


4) TRAIL
The next morning, May 10th, we returned to the Verhaeghe “campground”. That evening the Brauns, Phillipses, Verhaeghes and Jackmans visited the Trail Gyro Club. We all gathered in the clubrooms maintained by the Trail Club. Trail is one of the few Gyro Clubs that has clubrooms. The rooms are filled with photographs of past events and other memorabilia, an interesting trip back into Gyro’s history in the Trail area.

After about an hour of socializing, we all walked over to well known local Italian restaurant for an excellent dinner. The speeches were short and the table talk was lively. After dinner we returned to Trail’s clubrooms for a nightcap or two and more lively Gyro mingling.

Thank you to the Trail Gyro Club for providing us the opportunity to meet you and visit your clubrooms. We really enjoyed your fine Gyro hospitality.


The next morning we left the Verhaeghe “campground”. Once again thank you to the Nelson, Castlegar, Spokane and Trail Gyro Clubs, we will remember this trip for a long time to come. The entire trip was an excellent example of what Gyro friendship is all about.

VISITATIONS / INSTALLATIONS (Cont’d)


5) STAMPEDE CITY
On June 9th Andrea & I visited the Stampede City Gyro Club. We arrived 3:30 in the afternoon at the home of MaryAnn & Past District Governor Al Clark who of course went out of their way to make us feel comfortable. Thank you for your warm hospitality during our stay.

At about 5:30 pm we went to the beautiful Canyon Meadows Golf & Country Club. After an excellent meal I had the honour of inducting two new members and installing Stampede City’s new executive that included Dale Green for his second consecutive term as President and Garry Pattison as Past President. The formal part of the evening was followed by a dance.  Like the Nelson Gyros, the Stampede City Gyros sure know how to party.

The next morning we attended a Gyro breakfast at the home of Gyro Al & Sharon Stuart. Just about all who were at the Installation the evening before were there. Thank you to the Stampede City Club for being wonderful hosts.

6) SHERWOOD PARK
June 17th, it was Sherwood Park’s turn.  In addition to being an installation it was the Club’s annual wind-up evening. The evening was held at the acreage home of Gyro Dan & Laurie O’Brien. A large “tent” covered the area in case it rained, but it did not.

It was a privilege to be the installing officer at my own club. The new executive included Sid Slade as President and Dale Woodroffe as Past President.

I thank the Sherwood Park Gyro Club for all the support you have given Andrea and I over the past three years. It has been a great help to us in serving on the District executive.



7) EDMONTON CROSSROADS
My final installation performed as Governor Of District VIII was held on June 26th in a Sherwood Park restaurant. Everyone was in a great mood to celebrate, partly because the club held their golf tournament earlier in the day.

I had the honour of installing Crossroads new executive that included Brian Dunnigan as President.

After the dinner & installations were over a number of those present retired to the home of Keith & Marilyn Patterson for further Gyro camaraderie.

Andrea & I thank the Crossroads Gyros for a wonderful Gyro evening.

WEB SITE

I am pleased to report that the District VIII web site is now up and running. 

Clubs in District VIII that have a web site should make sure that it is linked to the District site and functions properly.

MEMBERSHIP

Overall the last twelve months have been encouraging for District VIII.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

INCREASE



JUNE30 /05
(DECREASE)
JUNE 30/06

DISTRICT VIII




 1.  Calgary
               69 
               12 
              81 

 2.  Castlegar
                 5 
                  - 
                 5 

 3.  Coeur d'Alene
               10                           
                  - 
               10 

 4.  Cranbrook
               16 
                 5 
               21 

 5.  Edmonton
               52 
                 4 
               56 

 6.  Edmonton Crossroads
               10 
                 -
               10 

 7.  Lethbridge
               22 
                 1 
               23 

 8.  Nelson
               53 
                (1)
               52 

 9. Regina
               60 
                 -
               60 

10. St. Albert
               10 
                  - 
               10 

11. Sherwood Park
               57 
                 1
               58 

12. Spokane
                 5 
                  -
                 5 

13. Stampede City
               26 
                 3 
               29 

14. Trail
               14 
                  - 
               14 

15. Wallace
               42 
                 1 
               43 






TOTAL
451
26 
477

A net increase of 5.8%

Gyro is a friendship Club. Gyro is the only organization that since its formation has always been predicated on friendship.

We do not join Gyro for power or fame; we join for friendship. 

Friendship is precious. Therefore, please bring a friend into Gyro.

THANK YOU TO:

- District Secretary Roger Phillips for your excellent administration and keeping me on course


- District VIII Executive for your hard work and diligence in carrying out your duties


-Past District Governors for your sound advice 



- The Gyro Club of Sherwood Park for your assistance.

- All Gyros for your patience and cooperation.



See you soon:

Erik Braun Governor District VIII
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