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December 12, 2008

Well I thought I had better get another information letter off to everyone with the usual reminders and questions. I once again ask the club presidents to pass this on to their members electronically or at a meeting. As most of us sit here in District VIII in the deep freeze with to much snow to golf and not enough to ski we may start to envy many of our friends that are off to the warmer climates. I am already 15 days behind with my ski schedule so do not feel bad.

 I first have to deal with the nasty stuff which is the reminder to get your dues paid up as they are over due. You should all have received your notices 2 months ago and they where due in November so if you have not paid or misplaced your statement please contact Garry (The Secretary/Treasurer) ASAP. Those not paid up will start to receive regular reminder emails followed by the dreaded reminder phone calls.

Your district exec has been active carry on the business of the district at least those of us that have not been off holidaying. 2nd Lt. Don Boyle and Norma had an unexpected long term stay in Bangkok due to the political unrest but has since returned to Cranbrook and will be conducting his first installation if his own club in January. Bernie did the St. Albert Installation before heading south and I have installed the Calgary and Lethbridge Execs since my last letter. Garry and I represented the District Exec. in Banff in our usual fine form. As usual Curlarama was excellent with 17 rinks participating. We have been resting Past Gov. Vern in Regina after his long travels last year but will put him back in action in the spring. Bernie and Brenda will be joining Norma and I in New Orleans at the Interim (the same weekend Don is installing the Cranbrook Exec) and I hope to see a few District VIII members join us. If anyone has anything they want brought up at the interim please get a hold of me by the end of the year. I would also like to finalize the Officer Installation Schedule so if you know the exact date of you Clubs Installation please let me know right away so we can arrange our schedules.

Those involved in the convention structure review have asked me to remind anyone who has constructive comments to get back to them or myself. We have received a number of questionnaires back and will be going over them and have some discussion in Fairmont.

On the subject of Fairmont please make sure your have reserved your accommodations at the resort as they will only hold our block of rooms into the middle of January. The dates are March 13-15 and it is a great relaxing weekend of warm water and gyro friendship. I know that Cranbrook will be there pushing their upcoming convention this September 10-13 at the Days Inn. Book early.

Gyro International has sent me a reminder that it is time for International Award applications to be sent in through district. They include Bulletin Award, Internal Expansion, External Expansion, Gyro of the Year and Life Time Achievement Award. If any club has names to but forward please contact me and I will get you the necessary paperwork. International has also made some updates to the International Website for District and Club Officers that really will help out. Please take the time to check it out and use it where possible.

On the membership front we continue to have clubs that are struggling but we also have those that are adding members. I know that Edmonton, Lethbridge, Calgary and Nelson have all installed new members this fall and I remind everyone it is up to us individually to ensure our clubs success and viability. Remember it is all about friendship.

Well I probably will not be contacting most of you till after the holidays (UNLESS YOU ARE OVER DUE WITH YOUR DUES) so on behalf of all the other District Exec. I want to wish all of you and your families the best for the holiday and I hope see many of you in the New Year.

Regards

Joe Vingo

Governor Gyro District VIII
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